
Plenary 5 – The Role of Specialised Environmental Courts and Tribunals – Speaker Biographies 

 

Professor Richard Macrory joined the Faculty of Laws at University College London in 1999. He was a 

Member of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution between 1992 and 2003, and a Board 

Member of the Environment Agency in England and Wales between 1999 and 2004. He is editor in chief 

of the Journal of Environmental Law (Oxford University Press) and legal correspondent to ENDS Report. 

He was Hon. President of the National Society for Clean Air 2005-6, and chairman of Merchant Ivory Film 

Productions between 1988 and 2004. In 2001-2003 he was chairman of the Steering Group of the 

European Environmental Advisory Councils. In 2005 Professor Macrory was appointed by the Cabinet 

Office to lead a review on regulatory sanctions applicable to business generally. The final report, 

Regulatory Justice – Making Sanctions Effective was published at the end of 2006 and all the 

recommendations accepted by Government. Professor Macrory is a barrister and a member of Brick Court 

Chambers, London. In March 2008 he was made honorary Queen's Counsel. 

 

Anders Bengtsson, former senior judge at the Land and Environment Court in Växjö, Sweden. He has 

extensive experience in practicing administrative and environmental law at courts and authorities in 

Sweden. He graduated from law school in 1985, subsequently completed with education as a judge. From 

1989 to 1997 he served as legal advisor/senior legal advisor at the County Administrative Board in Skåne. 

During 1997 – 1999 he was a secretary in the Environmental Code Committee, later on legal expert at the 

Ministry of Environment and at the Swedish National Environmental Protection Agency. He also was 

inquiry secretary i.a. in a governmental committee proposing new National Environmental Objectives. 

From 1999 to 2001 he was chairman of the Environmental Permits Board at the County administrative 

Board in Skåne. From 2001 to 2019 he has served as a judge, from 2011 senior judge, at the Växjö Land 

and Environment Court, Sweden. For several years he organized education in environmental law for the 

personnel at environmental courts. He is co-chairman of the working group on environmental law under 

the AEAJ (Association of European Administrative Judges) and a member of the Implementation 

Committee under the Espoo-Convention on Environmental Impact Assessments in a Transboundary 

Context. He is author i.a. of Swedish law commentaries in Karnov and Lexino, sections under the 

Environmental Code.   

 

Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel is the Chairperson for the National Green Tribunal (NGT). NGT is India’s 

specialized environment law tribunal, established by a federal law, for effective and expeditious 

adjudication of litigation involving environmental protection, conservation and enforcement. Justice Goel 

has served on the bench for 20 years and has had an illustrious judicial career behind him. He was elevated 

directly from the Bar as Judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court, one of the largest High Courts in the 

country, with jurisdiction over two States and one Union Territory, in 2001. He was appointed Acting Chief 

Justice from 2011 for the said High Court. He was transferred to Gauhati High Court (with jurisdiction over 

seven States at the time) 2011 as the senior most judge, where he took over as Acting Chief Justice and 

then as Chief Justice. In 2014 he was elevated to the Supreme Court of India. At the Supreme Court, Justice 

Goel also led the ‘Arrears Committee’ and made unprecedented effort in reducing the pendency of 

litigation. Justice Goel has authored large number of judgements in the last 20 years, many of which are 

groundbreaking decisions, having led to institutional reforms.  

 

Judge Moira Macmillan is a salaried judge in the First-tier Tribunal, General Regulatory Chamber. It is a 

small Chamber with an unusually broad range of jurisdictions, including Information Rights, Charities and 

the Environment. Judge Macmillan is lead judge for the Environment jurisdiction, which means she is 

responsible for identifying and managing legally significant cases; considering new rights of appeal as they 

are introduced; devising judicial training; and supporting the judges and non-legal members who are 

‘ticketed’ to sit on our environment cases.  

Since mid-2020 her focus has been changes to environmental regulation arising from the UK’s EU-Exit. 

These have included fairly significant changes such as the introduction of a UK ETS and a UK REACH regime. 

Her professional background is in Criminal Law and Public International Law. Judge Macmillan spent 6 

years working as a Specialist Prosecutor in CPS Counter Terrorism Division, and 3 years as a legal adviser 

in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. Her first judicial appointment was as a Chair of the Police 



Appeals Tribunal in February 2016. She was appointed as a salaried judge in the First-tier Tribunal in 

August 2018 and was assigned to the GRC in July 2019. 

 

Justice Brian Preston is the Chief Judge of the Land and Environment Court of New South Wales. Prior to 

being appointed in November 2005, he was a senior counsel practising primarily in New South Wales in 

environmental, planning, administrative and property law. He has lectured in post-graduate 

environmental law for nearly 30 years. He is the author of Australia’s first book on environmental litigation 

and 138 articles, book chapters and reviews on environmental law, administrative and criminal law. He 

holds numerous editorial positions in environmental law publications and has been involved in a number 

of international environmental consultancies and capacity-building programs, including for judiciaries 

throughout Asia.  

Justice Preston is an Official Member of the Judicial Commission of NSW, Fellow of the Australian Academy 

of Law, Fellow of the Royal Society of NSW and Honorary Fellow of the Environment Institute of the 

Australia and New Zealand. He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Letters by Macquarie University in 

2018. He is a member of various international environmental law committees and advisory boards, 

including the interim governing council of the Global Judicial Institute on the Environment. He is currently 

an Adjunct Professor at the University of Sydney, Western Sydney University and Southern Cross 

University. 

In 2019 Justice Preston was a Visiting Fellow at Corpus Christi College, University of Oxford, and in 2020 

was the Robert S Campbell Jr Visiting Fellow at Magdalen College, University of Oxford. 

 

 

 

 


